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Guess Who? Guess new!
old name again

It’s that

By JIM MILLICAN

‘the Giiess Yho, a rock nafe which
eatfied tiote than a few people a fitst:
vlass ilckel to tlde, Is being fesur
fected to see if the magle is there one
more time, In 1975 when siger Bur-
{on Cummings folded ‘The Guess Who,
which had become his band, it
seemed the haine Was dead and gone
for all time.

Now, three years later, like dozens
of other rock *n* roll legends, The
Giuiess Who monicker is belng dusted
off and tricd out fot comeback power.
Bass player Jim Kale is an original.
Guitarists Kurt Winter and Don
McDougall are two of the four gui-
tarists who played with the group
afler Randy Bachman left. Gary Pe-
terson, the originat drummer, opled
out of the reunion plan and was re-
placed by Vance Masters who spent
six months of the last year tour-
ing with nope other than Burton Cuim-
mings.

Jim Kale explains how It all came
about: “Last Nuvember a friend gol
Donny, Kurt, Gary Peterson and my-
seif together for a one-shot studic
session for a CBC radio show. You
know, the old Guess Who hack togeth-
er, 30 we had some rehearsals and did
the session and even though it wasn't
very good it was betier Lhan the
musie any of us were making separa-
tely, so we decided to go ahcad with
playing {ogether.”

Kale Is a staunch anchor for the
new enterprise and his innate interest
in running the business of the band Is
an invaluable asset at this stage,

“We've contaeted a couple of ree-
ord companies who are keen on hear-
ing what we can come up with and the
hest booking agent in Canada as-
sures us that there’s lols of work." He
laughs as if he can hardly believe it
himself. “1'd just like to have some
records on the radio agaln."

Al midnight in the recording studio
where they've been holed up for three

days the air is thick with cigarette

smoke. The “closed session” sign is
down and there’s all kinds of chalter
from friends and hangers-on who are
here to listen to the playback of
four new songs by an equally new
Guess Who. The contrast between this
scene and the ones that went down
during the limes when any of these
velerans was flying high is incredi-
ble. They're all so apprehensive, so
self-deprecating, robbed of the swag-
gering solf-assurance that success in
the rock game brought them. The
band, obviously worn with the tension
of three long days of creation, become
Immediately wrapped in the music
which punches out of the play-back
speakers at a velocity, few living
rooms could stand.

The sounds are more than vaguely
reminiscent of the various periods of
The Guess Who captured on aboul a
dozen RCA albums, Four radio-length
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The Guess Who. Lett to right, Don McDougall, Jim
Kale, Kurt Winter and {on the floor) Vance Masters.

pop-rock sungs picking different mu-
sical flavors from here and there
just the way the old band did. Quaint-
ly phrased verses and pining
charuses about lost love and found fun
with high choirboy-gone-bad vocal
harmonles, They don’t sound like In-
stant hits but they might be after you
hear them for the hundredth lime.
You have to consider that what
they're up Lo is possibly as simple as

- exploiting tho old name. Four guys

over 30 pushing their way back into a
scene that's notorious for offering
only one chance. If they'd wanted to
avoid the lag they could’ve taken
thelr shot under some other ban-
ner.

“You can say that if you want to,”
Kale shoots back, “bul why shouldn't
we? Even Cummings has said that,
with us, al least it's real former
members of the group Instead of one
guy trying lo cash In. We're together
because we want (o play together,
We're going to be doing some old
Guess Who songs bul just the ones
that Kurt or Donny or myself had
a hand in writing, maybe six altogeth-
or.”

On the ather slde of the coin it's
surprising that nobody has (ried to

resurrect the name before now. Pop
music 1S not an arca of cndeavor
known for its moral ethics. If they
don't come up with anything worth-
while, then this newly reconstituted
Guess Who will be just another bunch
of lounge-rockers providing pinpuints
of pop nostalgia, and what’s wrong
with that? ;

These depressed times' have
spawned a corporate record company
policy that makes musical unemploy-,
ment endemic compared to other sec-
tors of the econamy. Coming out of
Winnipeg with a pop music group
Is no longer a very good bet for a siep
up on the ladder to fame and fortune
but this Guess Who are an experi-
enced Jot and chances are you will be
hearing them on the radio again.

Unlike a ot of other little bands
trying to plug their way out of the
prairie pub circuit, they've been
through the whole turn of the wheel

.before, and ended up hungry enough

to try knocking on the doors of the
musical power-brokers once more.
Businessmen are sure to respect the
tenacity, If they like the sounds on the
new tape these old musical dogs may
yot howi again.




